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Carmen Vertullo’s appointment as the NFDA technical 
standards representative allows the NFDA membership not just 
visibility of standards activities, but also a voice in the process. 
NFDA members are encouraged to express their comments 
or concerns relating to fastener standards. The only way to 
influence the process is to stay engaged and participate. 

MEMBERS CAN:
•	 Inquire about changes to drafts 

noted in quarterly reports

•	 Raise suggested revisions or 
technical updates to standards

•	 Ask general standards  
related questions

•	 Offer feedback to continue 
refinement of these articles

ASTM Standards A193, A194, F593, F594, A1082, and 
A962.  It does specify bolting “assemblies” though 
– nut, bolt and washer(s) and requires performance 
testing of the assembly. The guide is very informative 
on the use of stainless steel bolting in general and is 
recommended reading for anyone involved in the use, 
sales, or specification of stainless steel fasteners.

Coincidentally, with this effort, AASHTO (American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials) is writing a new standard for bridges: S32205, 
Duplex Stainless Steel Bridge Bolting Assemblies 
Specification. It also leans on ASTM A1082 and A962, 
and as much as possible, also mirrors the RCSC 
specification. This specification is in the final stages 
of development and should be published this year or 
early 2027.  As with AISC DG 41, AASHTO S32205 
specifies bolting assemblies and requires performance 
testing of the assemblies.

At this point, it is important to note the difference between 
a guide and a specification. Mainly, a specification, when 
invoked, becomes a requirement without deviation unless 
agreed to. A guide is not mandatory but is designed to 
provide helpful guidance and engineering information to 
the user. Guides can complement specifications and are 
often referenced in them. 

Having recognized that we do not have any ASTM 
specifications for stainless steel structural bolting, and 
because I serve on the ASTM F16 Fastener Standards 
Committee and on the Non-Ferrous Fastener 
Subcommittee, I proposed that we develop a new 
standard for stainless steel structural bolting assemblies. 
This task group was approved at the May 2026 ASTM 
meeting in Dallas. I am the chair of that task group, and 
if you are interested in stainless steel bolting, please 
contact me. I can use all the help I can get.

Fast forward to the most recent RCSC meeting in Peru, 
IL.  At that meeting, the council decided that we need 
a specification for the use of high-strength stainless 
steel structural bolting. We formed a new committee 
for that purpose, and I am also the chair of this 
committee. One of only two specification committees 
in the RCSC. Fortunately, this task will be confined to 
turning the AISC DG 41 into an RCSC specification. 
We have an excellent group of RCSC volunteers and 
generous help from the authors of ASIC DG 41.

There are some other exciting things going on in the 
world of stainless steel structural specifications, and 
I will keep you updated on these and other fastener 
standards activities in future quarterly updates.

There are hundreds of fastener professionals around 
the world working to keep our fastener standards 
current. If you are one of these people – thank you. If 
you would like to be one of these people, email me at 
carmenv@carverem.com.

Continued from Page 5 —

Communication between NFDA members and 
the NFDA technical standard representative (the 
“Representative”) through email or otherwise is 
provided by NFDA as a courtesy to its members. 
NFDA provides no assurance as to the accuracy, 
completeness, or timeliness of any statement made 
by the Representative to the member or fastener 
technical standards organizations. Neither NFDA 
nor the Representative makes any representation 
as to whether any statement of the Representative 
is consistent or compliant with fastener technical 
standards. Neither NFDA nor the Representative shall 
be responsible for any loss or damage suffered by the 
member or any other person as the direct or indirect 
result of any statement made by the representative.
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Customized
Packages

Exceptional
IT Support 
for the
Fastener
Industry

Helpdesk
Support

Cyber 
Security

Complete cyber security
services, data recovery, and
disaster protection with quick
response time in any emergency

Friendly, experienced, and
responsive technical support -
Seamless solutions with only
one number to call

World Class management for
a small business cost - We
will custom tailor your plan to
fit YOU and YOUR business’s
budget 

1732 Spring St. Unit A
Paso Robles, CA 93446

Get in Touch

877-604-0282 www.wtcitservices.com

info@wtcitservices.com

Who We Are What We Do

WTC provides customizable business

solutions tailored to your unique needs.

Focused on innovation, cutting-edge

technology, and a deep understanding of

the fastener industry, we help overcome

business challenges and unlock new

opportunities for success. 

Founded in 2012, WTC is a trusted managed

services provider specializing in delivering

reliable and expert IT support to the fastener

industry. Serving clients from our locations in

California and Arizona, we provide

comprehensive remote and onsite solutions

to promptly address any IT issues. 

WTC HQ

https://wtcitservices.com/managed-it-services/
https://wtcitservices.com/managed-it-services/
https://wtcitservices.com/about/areas-we-serve/
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Scan the
QR code
to register
today! 
Use promo code
NFDA50%off for
50% off an expo pass.

We’re heading
to Phoenix, AZ!
Join us from October 7-9, 2026, for an
extraordinary event! The International Fastener Expo 
stands as the leading B2B trade show, showcasing a
wide range of fasteners, machinery, tooling, and
industrial products. Explore innovative technologies,
network with industry experts, and learn from
world-class speakers.

Summit: October 7, 2026
Expo: October 8-9, 2026
Phoenix Convention Center | Phoenix, AZ




